Significant absorption of oral vancomycin in a patient with clostridium difficile colitis and normal renal function.
Orally-administered vancomycin is poorly absorbed in most patients, usually producing minimal or subtherapeutic serum concentrations. Bowel inflammation may enhance absorption of oral vancomycin, particularly in those with renal failure. A 77-year-old female with Clostridium difficile (C difficile) colitis and normal renal function was treated with high doses of oral vancomycin and achieved serum concentrations in the therapeutic range. To our knowledge, this is the first report of a patient with C difficile colitis and normal renal function to develop therapeutic serum concentrations following oral administration of vancomycin.